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advice and assistance. General Silliman was accordingly detached, with orders to fall upon the rear as soon as the enemy should be in motion. These orders were anticipated, for before Silliman could join, and as soon as the march was begun on the next day, Huntington commenced a brisk attack.* As the enemy's columns came in sight of Arnold's position, apprehending it too formidable for attack, they wheeled to the left and made for Saugatuck river, at a point at which it was fordable; and as Arnold, facing about, was making for the bridge over that river, for the purpose of cutting off the retreat, the British quickened their march in order to cross the road leading to the passage; before their retreat could be intercepted.f
Arnold now advanced with all expedition to cross the bridge, and fall upon the right flank of the retreating column. This design was defeated by the extraordinary celerity of the enemy, who quickened their pace to a brisk trot, and succeeded in passing the road, before the Provincials could defile on the bridge, and form on the other side of the river. The corps under Silliman and Huntington now joined, the whole were formed in two columns, with two field pieces on each flank, and they pushed with spirit to attack the enemy's rear.J
At this juncture. Colonel Lamb arrived on the ground. As soon as news of the invasion was scattered abroad, the militia began to assemble and to march to the point of danger. Colonel Hugh Hughes of the quartermaster's department, then visiting his family in Connecticut, on furlough; happened to be in New Haven, and ascertaining that Oswald had marched the day before, posted to Southington with the news, well knowing that the commander of the artillery would not willingly be absent from the field, when his men were likely to be engaged. As he was approaching the house of the Colonel, he perceived his servant grooming his
* Barber.                      f Idem.                      $ Idem.